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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The e-mail Birth Control is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 18 years. 

The publication is a printout of an e-mail submitted by a member of the public for classification 
under sl3(l)(c) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The printout has the 
phrase Birth Control on the subject line and its attachments consist of two photographic images that 
separately depict a woman and a man with their genital functions incapacitated. The purpose of the 
e-mail is adult humour and it appropriates images which have their origins in pornography. The 
depiction of the woman shows a variant of a sado-masochistic practice in close-up and is 
somewhat dehumanising and demeaning. 

The availability of the e-mail to children and young teenagers is likely to be injurious to the public 
good. In spite of the e-mails's humorous intent, adults may well find the explicit content offensive. 
However, they are likely to have some knowledge of the wide variety of sexual practices engaged in 
by consenting adults, and there is little likelihood of injury to the public good if the e-mail is 
available to these readers. Children and younger teenagers do not have the experience or maturity 
to deal with such material and may be disturbed by it. In the absence of knowledge of adult sexual 
practices, the potential for misunderstanding of the images is high. The likely injury from 
availability to young readers lies in the harmful effects on the development of sexual attitudes and 
behaviour that arise from the images' potential to misinform. Misunderstandings are likely even if 
young readers grasp the point of the humour. The dehumanising and demeaning quality of one of 
the images, in particular, may also contribute to the formation or reinforcement of negative 
attitudes to women. 

The right to freedom of expression set out in sl4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has 
been considered. Given the explicit nature of the e-mail's content, a restriction to adult readers is 
reasonable, demonstrably justified, and the minimum required to reduce the likelihood of injury to 
the public good. 
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